Dear (local elected official),

The passage of Colorado’s landmark oil and gas bill SB19-181 gave local governments the authority to enact
stronger oil and gas rules than the state’s. In the six years since its passage, some progress has been made,
but local governments simply must do more to protect citizens from the dangers inherent in oil and gas
development.

Before approving any new permits, local governments must develop stringent BMPs and COAs (Best
Management Practices and Conditions of Approval) and require O&G operators’ compliance. At a minimum,
the BMPs and COAs should include the following:

e  All sand deliveries must occur between 7am and 5pm, trucks must be covered, dust must be fully contained on the well pad, haul roads must
be kept dust-free, all pipe deliveries must occur between 7am and 5pm

e  Use only bio-based and non-toxic additives (and no PFAS) in frack fluid
Employ reduced emissions, solar, or electric low-noise extraction equipment on site

Install a continuous sound meter and halt operations if 10 complaints occur for the following reasons: (operator representative must visit site
and resolve issue before operations restart)

O  sustained noise levels above 70db

o temporary or sudden noise above 85db

o low frequency, high amplitude noise

®  Operator installs advanced monitoring equipment - continuous infrared leak detection cameras, 8 continuous air quality monitoring stations
(Boulder Air and Ajax), real-time pressure & temperature sensors on equipment with lower thresholds for fines and work halts

Operator pays for continuous air quality monitoring at schools within a 5 mile radius from an independent 3rd party
All requests for on-site inspections (by ECMC or by County) must be granted immediately

(] Require pre-, during-, post- drilling well water testing in a 4 mile radius and stipulation to halt project and revoke permit at contamination levels
above baseline

Halt operations and revoke permit if any amount of groundwater contamination is detected in "down-gradient monitor wells" at well pad

Cumulative impacts from the proposed wells must be added to those for wells in a 20 mile radius and the combination may not e xceed what is
allowable by law

Further improve the wildfire mitigation plan and exclude the use of toxic weed killers and "ground sterilant"
Require operator to stockpile adequate firefighting foam on-site
Operator must submit a notification plan for spills, air releases, fires, evacuations etc. and plan for getting emergency & GMT personnel onsite

Operator must submit a pre and post wildlife impact report including nest searches for owls, plains garter snake, box turtles, frogs, prairie
dogs, eagles, etc.
®  Lighting must be minimized to reduce wildlife impacts, no pre-production during nesting season

In addition, local governments should impose greater setbacks from sensitive infrastructure like schools,
hospitals, parks, agriculture, water sources, and future neighborhoods/schools/hospitals. The state mandated
2000 foot minimum setback is not protective enough given the fact that air pollution does not stay put and
explosions can spew toxic chemicals for miles (see 2025’s Galeton, Colorado explosion).

Fracking has no place in our community. We do not need the toxic air pollution, leaks, spills, explosions,
noise, dust, truck traffic, high water use, well contamination and wildlife disruption that fracking causes. O&G
operations decrease property values and afflict residents with grave, permanent health problems (heart and
lung disease, premature death, childhood asthma, etc.). Coloradans should not have to suffer these
consequences simply to produce more fossil fuels that will only be shipped overseas and serve to line the
pockets of greedy corporations. Your constituents are begging you to make the hard decisions required to
protect the air we all breathe.

The fact is, that fracking in urban areas is incredibly shortsighted. And the scientific evidence is clear: we
simply must stop approving drilling permits to avoid the most catastrophic effects of climate change. Colorado
is already experiencing firsthand the effects of the climate crisis with devastating wildfires, extreme weather,
deadly heatwaves, droughts, floods, etc. What more evidence do we need that the "business-as usual”
approach is not an option? Please do the right thing and place severe restrictions on any future O&G
permitting in our community. The climate and future generations will thank you.

Sincerely, (your name)


https://corising.org/2025/05/12/weld-county-blowout/

