
Public Comment Guidance for 3/28/23 Arapahoe County Commissioner Meeting: 
(From Colorado Sierra Club) 

 
 
What: Public comment at Arapahoe County Commissioners’ public hearing 
Why: Proposed six-month moratorium on new oil and gas development 
Who: Hearing host- the Arapahoe County Board of Commissioners, Participants- local 
community members 
When: March 28th 2023 @ 9:30 
Where: Arapahoe County Administration Building, East Hearing Room, 5334 S Prince St., 
Littleton, 80120 
How: Give comment in person (preferable) or email your comment to 
commissioners@arapahoegov.com. 
 
 
Background 
On March 28th, the Arapahoe County Commissioners will hold a public hearing to approve or 
deny a moratorium of up to six months on accepting any applications for new oil and gas 
facilities. The moratorium would allow the County time to develop amendments to further 
protect public health, safety, welfare, and the environment. For further context, please view the 
Arapahoe County Oil and Gas Page and the Public Hearing Notice. 
 
Come give public comment to urge the commissioners to vote yes on the moratorium, and thus 
shape a more sustainable, healthier future!  
 
Guidance: 
Public commenters will each be given 2-3 minutes to give their comment; this is an estimated 
300-450 words maximum, read aloud at a normal pace.  You might want to prepare a 3-
minute/450 word maximum comment, and underline about 150 words that can be cut, in case 
public commenters are given 2 minutes. 
 
First, introduce yourself as a resident of your city and neighborhood, and thank the 
Commissioners for the opportunity to comment.  Then emphasize your personal perspective, 
story, thoughts, and feelings about the issue- this is what only you can share; data and research 
cannot tell your story.  Your personal perspective humanizes the issue, and as a constituent of 
the Arapahoe County Commissioners, this is of paramount importance!  Please feel free to 
supplement your comment by drawing from the below talking points and putting them into your 
own words (so the commissioners don’t hear the same comment). 
 
Talking Points- I urge the Commissioners to vote yes on a six-month moratorium on new oil 
and gas projects in Arapahoe County because that pause will… 
 
(Environmental conservation) 

• …allow time to assess the potential environmental impacts of drilling operations, and 
help conserve the county’s natural resources for future generations. 

 



(Public health protection) 
• …provide the opportunity to evaluate public health risks and implement necessary 

safeguards to protect the well-being of local residents. 
 
(Climate change mitigation) 

• …demonstrate the County’s commitment to reducing its carbon footprint and promoting 
a sustainable future. 

• Fossil fuel extraction contributes to greenhouse gas emissions (carbon dioxide and 
methane), exacerbating climate change.  

 
(Sustainable energy development) 

• …encourage investments in renewable energy sources, and foster innovation and jobs in 
the clean energy sector.  

• …help Arapahoe County transition towards a greener, more sustainable economy. 
 
(Community engagement)  

• …ensure that residents have a voice in the decision-making process concerning oil and 
gas development.  

• …provide an opportunity for comprehensive public consultations and the development of 
more stringent regulations, ensuring that the needs and concerns of local communities are 
addressed. 

 


